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Introduction
to The Continuing Retrospective
of This Diocesan Newspaper

1960-1969

By MICHELE LEVANDOSKI
Archivist

If the 1950s were a period
of growth for the Catholic
Church in central Illinois,
the 1960s were a period of
change. The majority of the
stories found in the pages
of THE WESTERN CATHOLIC
during this period focused
on these momentous events
that changed the face of
American culture. The
paper included reports of
the civil rights movement,
the Vietnam War and the
growing sexual revolution.
It also included stories
about the election of John
F. Kennedy, America’s
first Catholic president;
Neil Armstrong’s first steps
on the moon; and the as-
sassinations of John F.
Kennedy, Robert Kennedy
and Martin Luther King Jr.

The Catholic Church
also experienced signifi-
cant change during the
decade. In 1959, Pope
John XXIII announced
that he would convene

an ecumenical council to
“reassess the relationship
of the church to the mod-
ern world.” The partici-
pants in Vatican II, which
included Springfield’s
own, Bishop William
A. O’Connor, created a
“blueprint for renewal,”
which touched on every
aspect of Catholic lives.
One important change
was the introduction of
the vernacular into the
liturgy of the Mass. The
English Mass was in-
troduced in the United
States on the first Sunday
of Advent 1964. Initially,
English was only used
for the parts spoken by
the congregation, but in
1969, the entire Mass was
changed to English.

The articles that follow
are an interesting peek at
the decade that brought so
much change to the United
States and the Catholic
Church.

The information about Vatican II comes from Come
to the Water: The Diocese of Springfield in Illinois, A
Sesquicentennial History by Sister Susan Karina Dickey, OP.

EDITORIAL

Support Civil Rights

Bishop William A. O’Connor with his Consultors
strongly supports the moral objectives of the present
Civil Rights bill. They recommend, and The Western
Catholic urges, letters to the Illinois Senators supporting
the speedy passage of an effective bill.

The constant teaching of the Church as evidenced in
the letters of the Popes and in the joint statements of all
the American bishops (especially those of 1958 and 1963)
has stressed the truth which Pope Paul emphasized:

“Revelation teaches us to love all men, whatever their
condition, for they have all been redeemed by the same
Savior, and it obliges us to offer to those who have less
the means of arriving in dignity at a more human life.”

Racial discrimination is a national moral problem as
well as a personal moral problem. Racial injustice is a
serious violation of charity. When justice is denied and
charity is rejected Christians must protest. Now is the

time to speak out and to act.

Your attention is called to a special article, “Civil Rights
Are Moral Rights,” which appeared on page 1 of Our Sunday
Visitor section of the May 10 Western Catholic. This article,
written by Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S., the assistant director
of the Social Action Department of the national Catholic
Welfare Conference, presents an analysis of the present leg-
islative bill, answers arguments against it, and gives sugges-
tions for practical ways to put Catholic principles to work.

The Western Catholic — May 17, 1964

In a photograph published in the
Miner’s State Journal on Sept.
21, 1962, Bishop William A.
O’Connor is pictured boarding

a train at the Gulf Mobile &
Ohio Railroad station to begin
journey to Rome to attend the
Ecumenical Council, which began
Oct. 11. Copyright is the Illinois
State Journal-Register, used with
permission.

Bishop O’Connor Discusses Council

The following interview
was granted by The Most
Rev. Bishop William A.
O’Connor shortly after his
return home from the sec-
ond session of the Vatican
Council:

Q: What did you con-
sider the chief accomplish-
ments of this session of the
Ecumenical Council?

BISHOP O’CONNOR:“1
think that the Council
found itself better able
to work together because
the Fathers of the Council
knew one another better.
They realized the vigor,
the youthful vigor of the
church. The ancient Church
showed much vitality and
so much awareness of what
remained to be done to
bring Christ to the world.

“There is no feeling of
complacency whatsoever
in the Church. Less than
two-fifths of mankind
have really heard the mes-
sage of Christ. That is the
big problem of the Church;
everyone was conscious of
it. Everyone was united in
faith, united in prayer, and
united in great hope and
confidence that the Lord
would provide means to
accomplish the mission of
Christ to bring salvation to
mankind.”

Q: When do you expect
the changes in the liturgy
and the use of English in
the Mass to take place in
the Springfield Diocese?

BISHOP O’CONNOR:
“Our whole country will
move at once, we will
move together. It will take
some time. Perhaps it will
be sometime in the middle
of next year before the first
steps are taken. It will take
a number of years to ac-
complish a good transla-

tion of the Mass prayers.

“This will not be simply
an American effort. All the
English speaking countries
are going to join together
to have a worthy transla-
tion for the Mass prayers
that will be said in English.
This will include England,
Ireland, Australia, South
Africa, New Zealand, and
English Canada, as well as
ourselves.”

Q: Would you sum up
for us briefly the essence
of the schema on greater
use of the communications
media by the Church?

BISHOP O’CONNOR:
“Most of these communica-
tions media are new to us
in the world, that is, new in
the sense of the last century.
The movies, radio, televi-
sion, and even the wide-
spread dissemination of
news by the press is new
since the Church held its
last Council a hundred years
ago. And so the Church
felt that in recognizing
these new inventions and in
thanking God for them that
it was its duty to speak on
them for the first time in a
Council. Even though the
Popes had often times is-
sued letters about them.

“So the question that the
Church wished to bring out
in the schema on the commu-
nications media is this: That
they greatly contribute to
man’s instruction, entertain-
ment, and to the spread and
support of the kingdom of
God. The Church also rec-
ognizes that man can im-
plore these media contrary to
the plan of the Creator. Thus
the church would experience
grief at the harm that could
be done to society by the bad
use of these media.”

O: What reaction did the

assassination of President
Kennedy have on the
Ecumenical Council?

BISHOP O’CONNOR:
“It was the same as in the
whole world. The grief was
personal and the grief was
universal. I sit next to an
old bishop from Pakistan in
the council who is an Italian
by birth. He told me that
the ordinary Italian people
were saying, ‘This year we
have lost both Johns.” [Pope
John XXIII died June 3,
1963] They stood for peace
and for love.

“A most outstanding
demonstration was the at-
tendance of 1,000 bishops
at a Mass for the President
that finished just as the
funeral Mass began in
Washington. It seemed that
only 200 were expected, at
least that is all for whom
seating arrangements were
made. So 800 bishops had
to stand for well over an
hour, and gladly they did.”

Q:Finally, Bishop
O’Connor, what was
your reaction to the Holy
Father’s announcement
that he plans to visit the
Holy Land next year?

BISHOP O’CONNOR:
“Everyone was surprised.
No thought had ever been
expressed of such a trip.
The announcement startled
everyone, but it immedi-
ately delighted everyone,
too. It was a courageous
decision, completely in ac-
cord with the Holy Father’s
love for all mankind and
his great love of the Eastern
churches. It was in accord
with his special effort to do
everything to try and bring
all men to one church.”

The Western Catholic
— Dec. 15,1963

One Hundred Years

Celebrating

Half Million Pack
St. Peter’s Square To See
Opening Procession

of Council

VATICAN CITY - (NC) -
History is in the making here.

The greatest meeting of Church
dignitaries in all the Christian era
is in session in St. Peter’s basilica.

In many ways already one of
the great assemblies of all time,
its full impact is expected to be
felt far in the future. Events of
enormous importance, probably
unfolding slowly over many years,
will be traced to it.
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GATHERED about His
Holiness Pope John XXIII are car-
dinals, patriarchs, archbishops and
bishops from the farthest corners
of the earth to the number of some
2,600. Together they constitute
the Fathers of the second Vatican
Council. Theologians and other ex-
pert consultants swell the number
of those present to about 3,000.

It is an ecumenical council, and
only the 21st ever to be convened.
The first met in 325 in Nicea in
Bithynia (now part of Turkey)
with 318 persons taking part. The
last previous one, the First Vatican
Council, was held here more than
90 years ago.

The throne of Pope John, ele-
vated so that he is visible to every
council Father, is situated in the
nave of St. Peter’s tomb. Places
for 88 cardinals and nine patri-
archs are in a special section at
the Pope’s right.
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THE ECUMENICAL council
now in progress has special and in-
teresting facets seemingly without
number. To mention only some:

Never before, not even in the
time of its empire, has Rome been
the focal point of interest for so
many people in such scattered and
farflung places round the world.

No council before ever had
available to it electric lights, tele-
phones, typewriters and so many
other devices that people of today
take for granted. What’s more,
loudspeakers make the voice of a

speaker heard everywhere in the
council hall, and electronic ma-
chines tabulate the ballots.
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THIS COUNCIL is receiving
far greater coverage from news
media of every description than
any previous council received. It
is the first, of course, whose news
is being reported by radio and
television.

It is only the second general
council in which bishops from the
United States have taken part, yet
it is estimated that these bishops
constitute the second largest group
from any one nation. Only the
bishops here from various parts of
Italy are more numerous.

It is attended by representatives
from more places in the world
than were present at any council
in the past.
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IT IS THE first since the
Protestant Reformation to be at-
tended by non-Catholic observ-
ers officially delegated by their
church authorities.

For purposes of convenience
and identification, each Father of
the council has been assigned a
numbered seat which he will oc-
cupy at all sessions. The prelates
are seated in groups of six, not ac-
cording to country, but according
to the order of their appointment
to the hierarchy. Thus it is a rare
thing, if it happens at all, that two
bishops from the same country are
seated next to each other.

Each group of six seats is sep-
arated by aisles. Between every
two groups of six seats is a mi-
crophone in the front tier for the
convenience of those who wish to
rise and speak from their places.
Those who address the council
formally and at some length speak
from a pulpit erected at the left of
the Pope’s throne.

The Western Catholic — Oct.
14, 1963

Catholic Can Be President

LOS ANGELES - (NC) — John
F. Kennedy has been called upon
to prove it.

He consistently has contended that
a Catholic can be elected President
of the United States. The mandate
given him by the Democratic na-
tional convention here calls upon
him to do just that — prove it.

The youthful-looking U.S.
Senator from Massachusetts told a
wildly cheering crowd that packed
the Los Angeles Sports Arena that
it can be done.

Answering cheers of the throng
after his dramatic first ballot vic-
tory. Sen. Kennedy said that the
coming November 8 election is “in
many ways, the most important in
the history of this country.”

“To those who reposed their
trust in me, [ promise that I will
be worthy of it,” he declared. “We
will carry the fight to the people
in the fall and we will win.”

In his formal acceptance speech
in the Los Angeles Memorial
Coliseum Sen. Kennedy dealt di-
rectly with the question of what
role his religion will play in the
coming campaign — and after, if
he is elected.
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HE SAID he is “fully aware”
that the Democratic party had
taken “a new and hazardous
risk” by nominating a Catholic.
But he said the party by this step
had “placed its confidence in the
American people, and in their abil-

ity to render a free, fair judgment.”

Likewise, he continued, the dele-
gates whose chose him as their can-
didate had placed their confidence

in him and in his ability to render “a
free, fair judgment — to uphold the
Constitution and my oath of office
— and to reject any kind of religious
pressure or obligation that might
directly or indirectly interfere with
my conduct of the presidency in the
national interest.”

Sen. Kennedy said his record
in public life — “supporting public
education, supporting complete
separation of Church and State,
and resisting pressures from any
source on any issue” — should
leave no doubts in anyone’s mind
as to where he stands on the issue
of religion and politics.

The Western Catholic — July
24, 1960

English In Mass Greeted by Warm Approval

ENGLISH in the Mass
seems to have won warm
approval, although a nation-
wide survey shows some
persons have reservations
and an lowa usher said he’d
rather fight than switch.

Pastors reported bigger
than usual congregations,
most lay people rated the
English helpful to making
the Mass more meaningful
and some saw the vernacular
service as affording a power-
ful new tool in convert work.

On the other hand, others
felt the new postures at Mass
had too much standing, a few
persons wanted the whole
Mass in English because the
on-again, off-again English-
Latin was said to be diffi-
cult to follow, and some were

critical of the hymns chosen.
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THESE results showed
up in a random nationwide
survey of reaction to in-
troduction to the vernac-
ular in parts of the Latin
Rite Mass. The language
changes generally went
into effect on Nov. 29, the
first Sunday of Advent.

Mrs. Maria Butka
of Detroit told a news-
man after Mass at St.
Athanasius church there
that it was a “marvelous
experience,” but she ad-
mitted: “it is going to take
time to re-orient myself.”

In West Hartford, Conn.,
on the other hand, James
D. Hammel, a business-
man, said that while the
objectives of the change-
over are laudable, “the
means being used to attain
them are wrong.”

ANOTHER busmessman,
interviewed in Rockville
Center, N.Y.,, rated the use of
English “excellent,” but said
“it is difficult to get away
from past habits at Mass.”

The New Yorker said he
looked forward to the time
when congregations would
not face the distraction of
having to refer to a printed
card and then a missal to
follow the Mass.

A Fresno priest called
the responses at his par-
ish’s Mass “terrific.” He
said the day was even bet-
ter than he anticipated be-
cause it coincided with the
first general use of the re-
laxation of the Eucharistic
fast and there were “many

more” communicants.
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IN WASHINGTON,
John Doleich, a public
school teacher said his
first reaction was that they
had participated less in the
prayer of the Mass because
of his efforts to follow the
service. But he added: “I
appreciated this is a transi-
tion period and adjustments
will have to be made. I'd
favor the entire Mass in
English. Right now, the
congregation is sometimes
a participant and other
times a spectator.”

Mrs. Mary Fisher, a
Washington housewife and
mother, said she thought
it was the first time she
had really participated. “I
was never any good at the
Latin,” she said. She felt,
however, that the hymns
chosen for Mass were not

familiar to the congrega-
tion and “I'd rather have a
hymn I know.”

In New York, Robert
Anthony, a student, said
he hopes congregational
participation is widened.
“I think the participation
and the spirit of it gives
you the feeling that God is
with you and it opens it up
more to the people”

The most upset Catholic
turned up in the survey was
an elderly lady in Clinton,
Towa, who said: “It was so
noisy in the upstairs church
that I went downstairs to
say my prayers.”

There was singing in
Mass upstairs and none
downstairs.

The Western Catholic
— Dec. 4, 1964

Bunker Hill Parish Adopts Lay Administration Program

BUNKER HILL — A his-
toric changeover in the op-
eration of St. Mary’s Church
here commenced with the
new year. For the first time
in its history of 102 years,
the entire operation of the
parish has been entrusted to
the laity under the supervi-
sion of two church trustees.

The Vatican Council II:
“Decree On The Apostolate
Of The Laity,” clearly en-
courages the laity to be-
come active members in
the welfare of the church.
To this extent, Father
Casimir F. Gierut, pastor,
has directed every member
of his congregation to take
over all obligations and re-

sponsibilities pertaining to
the physical plant and ma-
terial operations of the en-
tire parish so that he could
devote more time and em-
phasis on spiritual affairs
and evangelization.

More than 60 persons
were appointed chairmen.
Each chairmen was as-
signed a definite responsi-
bility, a duty, or an activity.
The groups vary from the
formation of human and
public relations, a commit-
tee on a lay school board,
committee on finances and
budget, to religious, educa-
tional and social activities.
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THE CHAIRMEN

are composed of all ages,
holding different status in
life. A high school junior
is in charge of altar boys;
a business-man is head of
the human and public rela-
tions; a superintendent of
a large firm is president of
the lay school board; a pub-
lic school teacher is an aide
to evening religion classes.
Even an elderly woman who
is unable to attend church
offers services by sewing
table scarfs and pillow cases
for parish benefits.

“No service too small,
no experience too vast
in the vineyard of the
Church,” was stressed by
the pastor, “because every-

one — young and old is an
important member in the
Mystical Body of Christ.”
The priest emphasized:
“Our mission is not distri-
bution of literature. Our
mission is distribution of
personal acts whereby the
Christian principles are ap-
plied every day in a practi-
cal way with relationship to
our neighbor. We must un-
derstand our mission toward
our neighbor whether he be
Protestant, Jew, Catholic,
atheist, a non-conform-
ist, and advocate of com-
munism, or even one who
claims to be an absolute
non-believer and wishes not
to discuss religion — for all

are included the renewal of
the whole temporal order in
Christ’s redemptive work.”
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FATHER GIERUT con-
cluded: “Unless, we pas-
tors, put into practice the
decrees of Vatican Council
I1, the voluminous work of
the Pope and the Bishops
has been in vain and will
be mere books on our li-
brary shelves collecting
dust. They were given to us
to help us in our ministry
as priests in charge of laity
in the renewal of society in
the salvation of souls.”

The Western Catholic
— Jan. 15, 1967






